The history of the origin and progress of the war now waging in the East?the dark tale of incompetency and departmental mismanagement ?the resulting miseiy and suffering among our troops?their brilliant deeds of daring in the battle-field?their indomitable perseverance in the siege operations, under privations of no ordinary kind?their discipline, their fortitude, and their unmurmuring patience under suffering, are events of too recent occurrence to require to be here recorded. The heroic exploits of the gallant army will be chronicled, as they well deserve to be, by abler pens than ours; and the fatal mistakes which have been among the chief causes of its sufferings, will, we trust, lead to a satisfactory reform in the military system of this country, which, by putting the right men in the right places, may prevent a recurrence of such deplorable events.
These are subjects which it would be out of place to discuss in the pages of a medical journal, but for the circumstance that much blame has been thrown upon the medical department of the army. Its organization has been loudly condemned by the newspaper press; its system of management has been called in question;
an outcry has been Raised against the Director-General, and he has been held up to public ?dium, as having, through his neglect, sacrificed thousands of our gallant soldiers. We propose to examine, by the evidence contained in the 32-xvi. '1 Reviews.
[Oct. At Malta, Gallipoli, and Scutari the troops enjoyed good health; but about a month after landing at Varna, cholera broke out among the Sappers and Miners, and afterwards prevailed to a considerable extent in all the divisions of the army. Fever and diarrhoea were also very prevalent. It may be necessary here to observe, that in the selection of the ground on which to encamp the various divisions, the medical officers do not appear to have been consulted?the spot having been fixed upon by the general commanding the division. Indeed, General Bentinck states, that it is not usual to take the opinion of any medical officer on this point, " unless something occurs to render it necessary." When the cholera broke out in the first division at Aladyn, the troops were encamped not far from a lake, from which very dense mists rose in the morning and evening,* and which was stated by the inhabitants to be a very unhealthy locality.t Shortly after the disease appeared, the division was moved by the Duke of Cambridge to Gevreckler, " about six miles distant, on the top of the hills, a long way from the lake." General Bentinck states, that after the change the health of the men improved slightly, but the cholera and typhus did not quite cease; but the Duke of Cambridge does not admit that the removal had any effect upon the sickness.
There Reviews.
[Oct. My difficulties on the arrival of the wounded from the Crimea were wholly caused by Mr. Ward's [the purveyor] inefficiency, and not having made timely arrangements for supplying the required bedding, &c., for the sick and wounded in the barrack hospital, although I urged him daily, again and again, at the same time lie assuring me that I might rest satisfied that everything there would be in perfect order. Much of the difficulty experienced at this time also arose from our not being in possession of our stores, especially bedding, which was daily expected from Yarna Notwithstanding numerous directions given both by Dr. Hall, the inspector-general, and myself, for their transmission, a very considerable delay took place from the want of transport; and it was not until I strongly urged Admiral Boxer to despatch a steamer for them that any decided steps were taken for sending these stores to Scutari; and when the first supply of boards and trestles arrived, they were useless without the bedding, which, by some extraordinary neglect on the part of one or other of the purveyors at Scutari or Yarna, was not sent for some time after." (Q. 9742.) Dr 
